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 Heard.   
 The present Application has been moved for 

direction to the Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate 

Change and all Environmental Impact Assessment 

Authorities to implement the Notification dated 07th 

December, 2015 which is reproduced hereunder:- 

 

“MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT, FOREST AND CLIMATE 
CHANGE NOTIFICATION 

 

New Delhi, the 7th December, 2015 
 
 
 S.O. 3305(E).— In exercise of the powers conferred by 
sections 6 and 25 of the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986 
(29 of 1986), the Central Government hereby makes the 
following rules further to amend the Environment 
(Protection) Rules, 1986, namely:—  
1. (1) These rules may be called the Environment 

(Protection) Amendment Rules, 2015.  
 (2) They shall come into force on the date of their 

publication in the Official Gazette.  
2.  In the Environment (Protection) Rules, 1986, in 

Schedule – I, -  
 (a) after serial number 5 and entries relating thereto, 

the following serial number and entries shall be 
inserted, namely:— 

 

Sr. 
No. 

Industry Parameter Standards 

1 2 3 4 

“5A.  Thermal 

Power Plant 

(Water 

consumption 

limit) 

Water 

consumption 

I. All plants with Once 
Through Cooling (OTC) 

shall install Cooling 
Tower (CT) and achieve 
specific water 
consumption upto 
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maximum of 3.5m3/ 

MWh within a period of 
two years from the date 
of publication of this 
notification.  

II. All existing CT-based 
plants reduce specific 
water consumption upto 
maximum of 3.5m3/ 
MWh within a period of 
two years from the date 
of publication of this 
notification.  

III. New plants to be 
installed after 1st 
January, 2017 shall 
have to meet specific 
water consumption upto 

maximum of 2.5 m3/ 
MWh and achieve zero 
waste water 
discharged”; 

 
(b) for serial number 25, and the entries related thereto, the 
following serial number and entries shall be substituted, 
namely:- 

Sr. 

No. 

Industry Parameter Standards 

1 2 3 4 

“25 Thermal 
Power 
Plant 

TPPs ( units) installed before 31st December 

2003* 

Particulate 
Matter  

100 mg/Nm3 

Sulphur Dioxide ( 
SO2)  

600 mg/Nm3 (Units Smaller 
than 500MW capacity units)  
 
200 mg/Nm3 (for units having 
capacity of 500MW and 
above) 

Oxides of 
Nitrogen ( NOx)  

600 mg/Nm3 

Mercury ( Hg)  0.03 mg/Nm3 (for units 
having capacity of 500MW 
and above) 

TPPs (units) installed after 1st January, 

2003, upto 31st December, 2016* 

Particulate 
Matter  

50 mg/Nm3 

Sulphur Dioxide ( 
SO2)  

600 mg/Nm3 (Units Smaller 
than 500MW capacity units)  
 
200 mg/Nm3 (for units having 
capacity of 500MW and 
above) 

Oxides of 
Nitrogen ( NOx)  

300 mg/Nm3 

Mercury ( Hg)  0.03 mg/Nm3 

TPPs ( units) to be installed from 1st 
January, 2017** 

Particulate 
Matter  

30 mg/Nm3 

Sulphur Dioxide ( 
SO2)  

100 mg/Nm3 

Oxides of 
Nitrogen ( NOx)  

100 mg/Nm3 

Mercury ( Hg)  0.03 mg/Nm3 

 
* TPPs (units) shall meet the limits within two years from 
date of publication of this notification.  
** Includes all the TPPs (units) which have been accorded 
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environmental clearance and are under construction”. 
 

 Learned counsel appearing for the Ministry of 

Environment, Forest & Climate Change submits that 

Ministry of Environment, Forest & Climate Change has 

approached the Hon'ble Supreme Court of India for 

extension of time stipulated for meeting the limits 

mentioned in the Notification as the thermal power 

stations which are need of the time and are facing certain 

difficulties / problems in implementation of the said 

Notification.  He further submits that the Notification itself 

takes care about the new Thermal Power plants to be re-

installed after 01st January, 2017.  May be there are 

certain difficulties/ problems of the existing power plants, 

but it is the obligation of the State machinery to find out a 

way forward in consultation to the said power plants and 

to come out with a definite plan to go ahead for achieving 

the goals set in the Notification, particularly as regards the 

water consumption and emission standards are 

concerned.  The Ministry of Environment, Forest & 

Climate Change had taken an informed decision in issuing 

the Notification and setting/prescribing the methods/ 

standards for regulating the water consumption and 

emissions standards of the thermal power Plants. Now, 

there can be no go back on this notification, and having 

recognized this situation Ministry of Environment, Forest 

& Climate Change is seeking extension of time for 

discharging its obligations under the notification from the 

Hon'ble Supreme Court of India.  However, it is in the 

interest of the future that new Thermal power plants are 

not allowed to come up without they conforming with the 
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standards set out in the said Notification by adopting the 

technique/ mechanism necessary therefor.  Failure to 

adopt such technique/ mechanism will not only add to the 

problems of the Ministry but also mess up the the 

environmental scenario.  We, therefore, direct the Ministry 

of Environment, Forest & Climate Change and the State 

Environmental Impact Assessment Authorities not to 

grant any Environmental Clearance to any new Thermal 

Power plant unless they show that every 

mechanism/technique to achieve the standards set out in 

the Notification dated 07th December, 2015 is in 

place/adopted. 

 List this matter on 07th March, 2018. 

 

 
 

...…..……………………………,ACP 
 (U.D. Salvi)   

 

 
...…..…………………………….,EM 

 (Dr. Nagin Nanda)  
 

 


