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Fate of Jamaica’s Goat Islands
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The Goat Islands and two fish sanctuaries in
Jamaica’s Portland Bight Protected Area may be
destroyed to make way for a mega trans-shipment
port, proposed by the Chinese government.
ELAW is helping partners at the Jamaica
Environment Trust (JET) save these unique marine
resources in Jamaica.
“There has been no official announcement of
the plan, still no details, no consultation with
anyone, not even with the NGO currently managing
the protected area,” says Diana McCaulay at JET.
ELAW is working with Diana to get the word
out before it’s too late, and tapping the expertise
of grassroots leaders around the world who are
working to save protected areas from development
schemes.

South Africa: Environmental Justice for Atlantis
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The Port Authority of Jamaica has now
commissioned an Environment Management
Scoping Study to assess the feasibility of the
proposed location at Goat Islands. The Minister
of Transport and Works wrote to JET in late
September and said that an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) would be conducted before any
decision is made.
ELAW will work with JET to evaluate the EIA and
ensure that fragile ecosystems are not sacrificed
for short-term gains.
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The Environmental Law
Alliance Worldwide (ELAW)
helps communities speak out
for clean air, clean water, and
a healthy planet. We are a
global alliance of attorneys,
scientists and other advocates
collaborating across borders to
promote grassroots efforts to
build a sustainable, just future.
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“Ten weeks may be a relatively short time, but it is long enough for me to develop an immense gratitude, appreciation,
and admiration for ELAW and building a sustainable, just future through grassroots activism. This summer has been
a living and learning adventure that I am confident will prove nothing less than life-changing. Thank you all for your
friendship, guidance, and inspiration as I endeavor to embody the examples you have all shared.” Marissa Knodel
Every year, we hear from many law and science
students across the country who are eager to volunteer
at ELAW. This summer’s fleet of volunteers holds terrific
promise. We celebrate this next generation of grassroots
advocates!
Marissa Knodel is in the dual degree program with
Vermont Law School and the Yale School of Forestry and
Environmental Studies. Killian Doherty has spent many
years in Latin America, and has returned to the U.S. to
study law at the University of Oregon. Together with
Marissa, he spent his summer helping the ELAW legal
team improve environmental legislation, challenge
corruption, and give voice to communities around the

world. Hayley Langmas, Laura Krogman, and Eliza Pearce
have helped the ELAW science team identify resources
for a mangrove database, used GIS to create maps, and
conducted research on environmental threats. All three
are in the University of Oregon Environmental Science
Program. Melina Zamalloa, a women’s and gender studies
major at UO, is a jack of all trades. She helped with
numerous administrative projects. In the photo above
(L to R) are Pia Parisis-Marcoux, a high school junior
from New York City, Addie McGuire, who just returned
to the University of Pennsylvania, and Marika Jaeger,
who is pursuing a career in conservation at Stanford
University.

Partners in South Africa have announced great news: the densely populated, low income community of
Atlantis won’t become home to Cape Town’s trash.
The City of Cape Town is running out of places to put trash, so it proposed building a massive landfill
in nearby Atlantis. The Apartheid government established Atlantis in the 1970s as a racially segregated
industrial center. Citizens of Atlantis have struggled socially and economically for decades. Concerned about
the potential impact of the massive landfill, local residents called on ELAW partners at the Legal Resources
Centre for help.
ELAW scientists reviewed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and sent information about the impact
of landfills on people and the environment. Using this information, our local partners argued successfully that
Atlantis is not a good place for a landfill. Instead, it will be sited in a less populated area.
“This is a good victory. The decision authorizes construction of a state-of-the-art landfill in an appropriate
location, and not near the vulnerable community of Atlantis,” says ELAW Staff Scientist Mark Chernaik.

