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Fate of Jamaica’s Goat Islands
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The Goat Islands and two fish sanctuaries in
Jamaica’s Portland Bight Protected Area may be
destroyed to make way for a mega trans-shipment
port, proposed by the Chinese government.
ELAW is helping partners at the Jamaica
Environment Trust (JET) save these unique marine
resources in Jamaica.
“There has been no official announcement of
the plan, still no details, no consultation with
anyone, not even with the NGO currently managing
the protected area,” says Diana McCaulay at JET.
ELAW is working with Diana to get the word
out before it’s too late, and tapping the expertise
of grassroots leaders around the world who are
working to save protected areas from development
schemes.
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The Port Authority of Jamaica has now
commissioned an Environment Management
Scoping Study to assess the feasibility of the
proposed location at Goat Islands. The Minister
of Transport and Works wrote to JET in late
September and said that an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) would be conducted before any
decision is made.
ELAW will work with JET to evaluate the EIA and
ensure that fragile ecosystems are not sacrificed
for short-term gains.

Heidi also worked with CEMDA Staff Attorneys Raquel Campo
and Ximena Ramos. Ximena is a former ELAW volunteer who
recently received an LLM in environmental law from the
University of Oregon School of Law.
The key to ELAW’s work is identifying strong local partners,
because they know best how to protect coastal communities
and the environment. We provide our partners with the tools
and resources they need.
We applaud Alejandra and her team for their hard work
protecting the Yucatán.
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The Environmental Law
Alliance Worldwide (ELAW)
helps communities speak out
for clean air, clean water, and
a healthy planet. We are a
global alliance of attorneys,
scientists and other advocates
collaborating across borders to
promote grassroots efforts to
build a sustainable, just future.

Mangrove “restoration” project in Puerto Morelos.

South Africa: Environmental Justice for Atlantis
Partners in South Africa have announced great news: the densely populated, low income community of
Atlantis won’t become home to Cape Town’s trash.
The City of Cape Town is running out of places to put trash, so it proposed building a massive landfill
in nearby Atlantis. The Apartheid government established Atlantis in the 1970s as a racially segregated
industrial center. Citizens of Atlantis have struggled socially and economically for decades. Concerned about
the potential impact of the massive landfill, local residents called on ELAW partners at the Legal Resources
Centre for help.
ELAW scientists reviewed the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) and sent information about the impact
of landfills on people and the environment. Using this information, our local partners argued successfully that
Atlantis is not a good place for a landfill. Instead, it will be sited in a less populated area.
“This is a good victory. The decision authorizes construction of a state-of-the-art landfill in an appropriate
location, and not near the vulnerable community of Atlantis,” says ELAW Staff Scientist Mark Chernaik.

EDITOR: MAGGIE KEENAN
NEWSLETTER LAYOUT: ARIES CREATIVE
PRINTED BY: CLANCEY PRINTING CO.
USING:  SOY

BASED INKS
UNBLEACHED 100%
POST-CONSUMER
RECYCLED PAPER

7

