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From the Executive Director
Dear Friends,

All over the world, citizens are speaking up for the environment.  
They are calling for clean air and clean water for their communities.  
They are asking to be protected from toxic chemicals.  They are 
demanding strong action to protect our climate.  They want to build a 
sustainable future.

The Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW) works with 
courageous advocates around the world who are raising their voices 
for the environment.  Next week, leading grassroots advocates from 25 
countries will gather in Eugene to collaborate, strategize, gain skills, and 
share lessons from their battles to protect our planet.

PABLO FAJARDO won the prestigious Goldman Environmental 
Prize and was featured in Vanity Fair.  He is coming to collaborate with 
colleagues to help protect communities in the Ecuadorean Amazon from 
polluting multinational oil companies. 

WANG CANFA was named a Hero of the Environment by Time 
Magazine.  He will come from Beijing, to share lessons from his 
pioneering efforts to protect the environment and communities in China.   

EFFREY DADEMO will meet, for the  rst time, ELAW colleagues 
from around the world who have helped her protect Papua New Guinea’s 
forests. 

DANIELLE ANDRADE will arrive from Kingston, Jamaica, where she 
is helping communities keep her island nation from turning into another 
Cancun. 

THEIVA AMARTHALINGAM will travel from Malaysia to collaborate 
on protecting communities from toxic incinerators, polluting mines, and 
aluminum smelters

CARLA GARCIA will come from Tijuana, where she is helping protect 
the Baja Peninsula from short-sighted development schemes.

MARTIN STOFFA will arrive from Slovakia, with lessons from his 
work challenging an oil spill and building the rule of law.  

These environmental heroes will join colleagues from around the 
world for the 18th Annual Meeting of the Environmental Law Alliance 
Worldwide. I am thrilled to welcome them to Eugene.

This year, our visitors will live and work together near campus.  They 
will enjoy a tour of conservation projects on the Oregon coast and wrap 
up the ELAW Annual Meeting in time to participate in the 27th annual 
Public Interest Environmental Law Conference at the University of 
Oregon.

Some ELAW partners will catch their  rst glimpse of snow-covered 
mountains, while others will touch the Paci c Ocean for the  rst 
time. They will form lasting friendships.  They will leave rejuvenated, 
knowing they are part of a worldwide community of committed 
advocates working together to protect the planet we all share.

Bringing environmental advocates to Eugene is challenging, inspiring, 
and rewarding. Those of us who live in Eugene can learn from them and 
their pioneering victories. I hope you will join me in welcoming them to 
our community.

Thank you.

    

    Bern Johnson
    Executive Director
    Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide
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WHO WE ARE

The Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide (ELAW) is a global 
network of local advocates who use law and science to advance 
environmental justice.

ELAW partners, working in their home countries, know best how to 
protect the environment and human rights. ELAW provides the legal and 
scienti c tools these advocates need to win victories for communities and 
the environment. 

ELAW achieves tremendous impact by collaborating with local 
advocates to protect the global environment.

WHAT WE DO

ELAW identi es committed advocates and strengthens them with 
support, collaboration and education. ELAW also helps these advocates 
build grassroots organizations that will protect the environment for years 
to come.

LEGAL AND SCIENTIFIC SUPPORT 

We provide grassroots lawyers and communities with the resources 
they need to challenge environmental abuses and prevent them before 
they occur. ELAW lawyers and scientists critique plans for proposed 
developments, develop systems to monitor environmental conditions, 
provide expert testimony, and recommend clean alternatives.

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND POLICY

To build a sustainable future, we need strong legal safeguards. ELAW 
collaborates with advocates to strengthen and enforce environmental 
laws and policies. ELAW gives local partners the tools they need to draft, 
strengthen, and enforce laws protecting communities and the environment.

ELAW FELLOWS PROGRAM 

ELAW Fellows gain skills and build strong organizations that will work 
to protect the environment for years to come.  More than 120 lawyers 
have traveled to Eugene to gain language skills, tap legal and scienti c 
resources, work closely with ELAW staff, and learn from U.S. efforts to 
protect the environment.

COMMUNITY LEGAL EDUCATION 

ELAW helps its partners convene workshops that educate communities, 
inform decision makers, and engage citizens to build a healthier future. 
ELAW has co-hosted community workshops around the world.
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CALVIN SANDBORN
Canada

Calvin drafted Canada’s  rst 
endangered species bill, presented to 

Canada’s Parliament 
in 1990, and 
has successfully 
advocated for law 
reform, including 
British Columbia’s 
 rst farmworker 
health and safety 

regulations, worker’s compensation 
bene ts, and BC Hydro’s Power Smart 
program. For the last  ve years Calvin 
has served as Legal Director of the 
Environmental Law Centre Clinic at the 
University of Victoria.

MARK HADDOCK
Canada

Mark works at the Environmental 
Law Centre at the University of 

Victoria where he 
conducts research 
on environmental 
assessment and 
environmental 
tribunals.  
He teaches 

environmental law at the University 
of British Columbia and Royal Roads 
University.  He has practiced public 
interest environmental law in British 
Columbia for 20 years, including 
working at West Coast Environmental 
Law and the Sierra Legal Defense Fund.

FERNANDO DOUGNAC
Chile

Fernando is famous in Latin America 
and around the world for taking on 

multinational 
exploiters of natural 
resources, and 
winning. In 1985, 
he won Chile’s 
 rst environmental 
lawsuit, protecting 

a Biosphere Reserve from destruction 
by Chile’s military government. In 
1998, he founded Fiscalia del Medio 
Ambiente (FIMA), Chile’s premier 
public interest environmental law 
organization. Following a FIMA legal 
challenge, Boise Cascade canceled 
plans to log Chile’s old-growth forests.  
Fernando was the  rst environmental 
lawyer to use Chile’s constitutional 
right to a healthy environment to protect 
the ancient forests in Tierro del Fuego.  
Fernando works to defend the rights 
of the Aymara indigenous people of 
northern Chile and the Rapa Nui of 
Easter Island.

ANDRES 
PIRAZZOLI
Chile

Andres works 
at Chile’s leading 
public interest 
environmental law 

 rm, Fiscalia del Medio Ambiente, 
where he is launching a renewable 
energy program. Andres was an ELAW 
Fellow in early 2008 and is now 
enrolled in the LLM program at the 
University of Oregon School of Law.  
Andres received his law degree from 
the Universidad de Chile, where he 
wrote his thesis on renewable energy.  
On completing his LLM, he will return 
to Chile and work to protect Patagonia’s 
wild rivers from ill-advised dam 
projects. 

WANG CANFA
China

Wang is a folk hero to impoverished 
citizens in rural China who have fallen 

victim to China’s 
economic boom 
and now suffer 
due to polluting 
industries.  Time 
Magazine named 
Wang a “Hero of 

the Environment” in 2007 and The New 
York Times featured his inspiring work 
in the documentary, “China Rises.”  
Wang founded the Beijing-based 
Center for Legal Assistance to Pollution 
Victims in 1999 and set up a hotline so 
that pollution victims can get the legal 
help they need. 

ZHANG JINGJING
China

Zhang grew up next to a state-owned 
factory. In a New York Times interview 
she said:  “Yellow putrid air and red 

noxious wastewater 
are the memories 
of my childhood. 
My neighbors 
all worked in the 
chemical plant, 
and my mother, 

who is a doctor, served as the director 
of the plant’s hospital for 16 years. 
This is what motivated me to become 
an environmental lawyer.” (“China:  
Choking on Growth,” August 29, 2007).  
Zhang is legal director of the Center for 
Legal Assistance to Pollution Victims 
in Beijing.  She helped win one of 
the biggest environmental settlements 
in Chinese history when a court in 
China’s Fujian province ordered the 
Rongping Lianying Chemical Factory to 
compensate more than 1,600 villagers.

MARKETA VISINKOVA
Czech Republic

Marketa leads the Environmental 
Counseling Program at the Czech 

Republic’s foremost 
public interest 
environmental law 
 rm, Ekologicky 
Pravni Servis (EPS), 
based in Brno. 
Marketa offers free 

environmental legal aid to citizens, 
non-governmental organizations, and 
municipalities. She also coordinates the 
work of law student volunteers. This 
month she was honored in Paris with 
an Yves Rocher Woman of the Earth 
Award.

EUREN CUEVAS
Dominican Republic

Euren is a founding member and 
President of the Institute of Lawyers 

for the Protection 
of the Environment.  
He has worked to 
conserve “Dunas 
de las Calderas,” 
a marine protected 
area.  He has 

challenged the illegal dumping of 
mineral coal ash waste and installation 
of chemical storage tanks on Dominican 
beaches.  He has also fought the 
illegal extraction of aggregates from 
Dominican riverbeds.

PABLO FAJARDO MENDOZA
Ecuador

Pablo worked for years as a manual 
laborer in the forests and oil  elds 

of Lago Agrio in 
the Ecuadorean 
Amazon.  He 
completed his 
secondary education 
in night school and 
earned a law degree 

through a correspondence course.  He 
became a lawyer in 2004 and assumed 
the lead in a suit against Chevron-
Texaco.  In 2008 Pablo was awarded 
the Goldman Prize (the “green” Nobel) 
for his work holding oil companies 
accountable for decades of polluting the 
Ecuadorean Amazon. After receiving 
the Goldman Prize he wrote to ELAW 
partners around the world: “Our work 
in Ecuador is an example of the good 
things that can happen when thousands 
of people, most without money or 
power, can come together in a common 
effort to better themselves and the 
planet.”    (For more about Pablo, see 
page 4.)

NETSANET DEMISSIE
Ethiopia

Netsanet made the ultimate sacri ce 
to defend the rule of law, spending 

nearly two and a 
half years in an 
Ethiopian prison 
as a prisoner of 
conscience. Netsanet 
is the founder and 
Executive Director 

of the Organisation for Social Justice in 
Ethiopia (OSJE).  With the passage of 
a controversial law in 2005 making it 
illegal for civil society organizations to 
act as election observers, OSJE, lead by 
Netsanet, challenged the law in court, 
and won. ELAW fears that it was this 
speci c action and other similar bold 
public policy criticisms that led to his 
imprisonment. Thousands were arrested 
and later released. Netsanet was charged 
with crimes and faced the death penalty. 
He was released on March 28, 2008.  
ELAW brought international attention to 
this injustice.  After his release, Netsanet 
wrote to ELAW:  “You guys are amongst 
the  rst persons I would have loved to 
meet at the gate of the prison… I extend 
my deepest gratitude.”

MICHAEL ZSCHIESCHE
Germany

Michael is the Director of the 
Environmental Law Division of the 
Independent Institute for Environmental 

Concerns (UfU) 
in Berlin. Michael 
has worked with 
grassroots advocates 
in Vietnam to 
enhance public 
participation in 

that nation`s environmental decision 
making.  He is a lawyer and an 
economist whose interests include 
scienti c research, projects that support 
the understanding and practical use of 
public participation in environmental 
matters, and building strong 
organizations in Germany and abroad.  

MARA BOCALETTI
Guatemala
Mara is a co-founder of the 
Environmental Law Alliance in 

Guatemala, 
where she leads 
judicial trainings 
and provides 
environmental law 
support to attorneys 
and community 

organizations.  Mara is on the faculty 
at Rafael Landivar University and 
also teaches environmental law at the 
University Del Valle School of Law and 
Environmental Sciences. 

Environmental Heroes
The following grassroots advocates are coming to Eugene next week to participate in the 2009 Annual Meeting of the Environmental Law 
Alliance Worldwide.  Some of these pioneering attorneys  have been active in the ELAW network for many years. Others are newcomers.  All of 
them have a passion for conserving our natural environment, speaking out for disadvantaged communities, and challenging environmental abuses.
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Pablo Fajardo 
Mendoza (on right)

Ecuador, 2008
Remote, isolated 

communities of the 
Ecuadorean Amazon 
are paying the 
highest price for our 
addiction to oil.Oil 
drilling in Ecuador has 
contaminated hundreds 
of square miles of Amazon 
rain forest and rivers. Pablo 
Fajardo is seeking justice for 
indigenous peoples and settlers 
near Lago Agrio who are suffering 
from the polluting legacy of Chevron-
Texaco.

A Vanity Fair cover story of May 2007 reported 
that Pablo worked for years as a manual laborer 
in the forests and oil  elds of Lago Agrio. He 
completed his secondary education in night school 
and earned a law degree through a correspondence 
course. He became a lawyer in 2004 and assumed 
the lead in a suit against Chevron-Texaco.

After receiving a 2008 Goldman Prize, Pablo 
wrote to ELAW partners around the world: “Our 
work in Ecuador is an example of the good things 
that can happen when thousands of people, most 
without money or power, can come together in 
a common effort to better themselves and the 
planet.” 

The Goldman Environmental Prize 
The Goldman Environmental Prize is the world’s 

largest prize honoring grassroots environmentalists.  
Founded in 1990 by Richard and Rhoda Goldman, the 
Goldman Environmental Prize annually awards $150,000 
to environmental heroes from each of the world’s six 
inhabited continental regions.

Eight ELAW partners have been awarded Goldman 
Prizes for their outstanding work protecting the 
environment, human rights, and communities:  Pablo 
Fajardo, Ecuador (2008); Anne Kajir, Papua New Guinea 
(2006); Olya Melen, Ukraine (2006); Vera Mischenko, 
Russia (2000); Samuel Nguiffo, Cameroon (1999); M.C. 

Mehta, India (1996); Albena Simeonova, Bulgaria 
(1996); and Harrison Ngau Laing, Malaysia 

(1990).

Nguiffo
Cameroon

Simeonova
Bulgaria

Melen
Ukraine

Mischenko
Russia

Mehta
India

Laing
Malaysia

Kajir
Papua New Guinea

Kalindi DeviDasi
Bookkeeper
Kalindi keeps us all in line, and 
her eye on the bottom line.  
Her knack with numbers is 
surpassed only by her kindness 
and commitment.

Mark Chernaik
Staff Scientist
Mark’s name shows up in court 
judgments from Bangladesh 
to Belize.  His Johns Hopkins 
PhD, UO JD, and 16 years at 
ELAW make him a formidable 
adversary, when you’re a 
polluter.

Glenn Gillis 
Information 
Technology Manager
Glenn learned global networking 
the hard way – connecting 
ELAW partners in remote 
places.  Now he keeps us all 
together.  Our electronic network 
links hundreds of grassroots 
advocates in 70 countries.

Vannia Glasinovic
Program Assistant
Vannia’s experience practicing 
law in her home country of 
Bolivia and then moving to the 
U.S. prepared her well to lead 
the ELAW Fellows Program, 
coordinate ELAW volunteers, 
and translate for our Spanish 
speaking partners.

Jennifer Gleason
Staff Attorney
Jen is determined to protect our 
climate.  Her 16 years at ELAW, 
combined with teaching energy 
law at UO Law, make her the 
right person for the job.  Talk to 
Jen about REPs - Renewable 
Energy Payment policies.

Lauren Ice
Offi ce Manager
Lauren came to ELAW from 
the trenches of door-to-door 
advocacy with the Texas 
Campaign for the Environment. 
Lauren is a great organizer and 
her energy inspires us to work 
even harder.

Maggie Keenan
Communications 
Director
Maggie worked in the 
Philippines and Uganda before 
joining ELAW in 1999.  Her 
Peace Corps experience, Cornell 
graduate degree, and work as 
a communications consultant 
abroad help us educate people 
about ELAW’s good work.

Meche Lu
Environmental 
Research Scientist
Meche worked with ELAW 
from her home in Lima, Peru, 
for a decade before joining our 
Eugene offi ce in 2003.  She 
explains complex science in 
simple terms for lawyers and 
communities to improve access 
to justice.  She also helps design 
and implement monitoring of air, 
water and soil.

Liz Mitchell
Staff Attorney
Liz’s experience as a litigator 
at the Western Environmental 
Law Center before joining 
ELAW gives her valuable insight 
into the challenges many of 
our partners face.  Among her 
current projects, she is helping 
Liberian partners transform their 
country’s forest policy to benefi t 
local communities.

Bern Johnson
Executive Director
Bern travels widely to help 
partners protect the planet. His 
Harvard legal training helps 
him think big about how ELAW 
can best help protect our global 
environment.  He’s motivated by 
his passion for rivers and his wish 
to leave a better planet for our 
children.
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Rita Radostitz
Director of 
Philanthropy
Rita’s years representing death 
row inmates gave her a passion 
for human rights.  At ELAW 
she’s using her journalism and 
nonprofi t management degrees 
to help us tell our story:  the 
right to a healthy environment is 
a fundamental human right.

Lori Maddox
Associate Director
Lori helped launch ELAW in 
1991, and is currently driving 
ELAW’s community rights 
workshops.  She’s focused 
on Mesoamerica, where 
she’s connecting lawyers and 
communities to protect reefs, 
watersheds, and local cultures.

Staff
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JEANETTE DE NOACK
Guatemala

Jeanette has worked as an 
environmental lawyer for over a 

decade, specializing 
in water law in 
Guatemala and 
throughout Central 
America.  She is 
co-founder of the 
Alianza de Derecho 
Ambiental y 

Agua (Environmental Law Alliance 
and Water) and an active member of 
ELAW’s Mesoamerican Legal Strategy 
Group -- a regional coalition of lawyers 
working to protect the Mesoamerican 
Reef and the coastal watersheds that 
impact the Reef.  Jeanette advised 
the Ministry of Natural Resources as 
it crafted Guatemala’s  rst Marine 
Coastal Zone Policy.  She also worked 
with ELAW to publish an illustrated 
Guide to Public Participation to help 
communities in Guatemala speak out to 
protect their natural assets.  

LUCIA XILOJ
Guatemala

Lucia is a human rights lawyer at the 
Rigoberta Menchu 
Tum Foundation, 
founded by the 
Nobel Prize winner 
of the same name, 
who has dedicated 
her life to promoting 
indigenous rights in 

Guatemala. Lucia represents indigenous 
leaders in Guatemala who have 
challenged the polluting abuses of the 
Marlin mine (owned by Glamis Gold 
of Canada). These leaders have been 
wrongfully accused of crimes because 
of their defense of their community’s 
rights. Lucia also works with law 
students in their  nal year of study to 
advance indigenous peoples’ rights, 
protect natural resources, reform mining 
practices, and expose crimes against 
humanity. 

CLARISA VEGA MOLINA
Honduras

Clarisa founded the Environmental 
Law Institute of 
Honduras in 2005, 
following a decade 
in the federal 
prosecutor’s of ce.  
She is committed 
to helping 
Hondurans who 

are marginalized by powerful entities 
that value pro t over people.  Clarisa 
is a founding member of ELAW’s 
Mesoamerican Legal Strategy Group, 
which works to protect reefs and coastal 
watersheds.  Clarisa is a respected 
authority on Honduran environmental 
laws and conducts judicial training 
seminars as well as community legal 
education programs.

ZSUZSANNA BERKI 
Hungary

Zsuzsanna works at the 
Environmental Management and Law 
Association (EMLA) in Budapest.  
EMLA provides pro bono legal 
assistance to disadvantaged community 
groups and citizens in Hungary 

seeking to protect 
the environment 
and public 
health.  Zsuzsanna 
participates in 
the Justice and 
Environment 

Network of public interest 
environmental law organizations based 
in the European Union and is the team 
leader of the Climate Change Working 
Group.  She received her masters in law 
from the University of Budapest. 

DIANA MCCAULAY
Jamaica

Diana is founder and Chief 
Executive Of cer of the Jamaica 

Environment Trust. 
JET is working 
to keep Jamaica’s 
vital ecosystems 
intact by preventing 
developers from 
turning the island’s 

coastline into another Cancun, as well 
as opposing bauxite mining in Cockpit 
Country, an internationally recognized 
biodiversity hotspot. JET coordinates 
with six other non-pro t environmental 
groups to operate Jamaica’s largest 
environmental education program. The 
Schools Environment Program reaches 
over 250,000 students in 200 schools.  
Diana co-produced “Jamaica For Sale,” 
a feature-length documentary  lm on 
unsustainable tourism that has aired on 
Jamaican TV.

DANIELLE ANDRADE
Jamaica

Danielle is Legal Director at the 
Jamaica Environment Trust (JET), a 
non-governmental organization working 

to protect Jamaica’s 
natural resources 
through education 
and advocacy.  
Danielle monitors 
the regulation of 
coastal development, 

captive dolphin facilities, and mining 
activities. She earned her law degree 
at the University of the West Indies 
and attended Norman Manley Law 
School in Jamaica.  She helped 
organize the Jamaica Environmental 
Advocacy Network which includes 
over 50 environmental organizations 
and individuals in Jamaica who have 
worked collectively to tackle issues 
such as waste management and bauxite 
mining.

MAURICE ODHIAMBO MAKOLOO
Kenya

Maurice Odhiambo Makoloo is the 
Director of the Institute for Law and 

Environmental 
Governance (ILEG) 
in Nairobi, Kenya.  
The Western 
Mau and Trans-
Mara forests are 
part of a critical 

ecosystem that is home to Kenya`s 
Ogiek tribe and extraordinary wildlife.  
ILEG is working to protect these 
forests from illegal logging.  ILEG 
collaborated on the recent publication 
of “Environmental Governance in 
Kenya: Implementing the Framework 
Law.” ILEG co-hosted the 2008 ELAW 
Annual Meeting in Mombasa. 

THEIVANAI AMARTHALINGAM
Malaysia

Theivanai is a legal advisor at the 
Consumers’ Association of Penang 

(Friends of the Earth 
Malaysia). CAP is 
run by ELAW co-
founder Meenakshi 
Raman.  Theivanai 
says, “When I was 
interviewed by 

Meena, she gave me six months to see 
if I would last.  Twelve years later I 
am still at it.  Why?  Because I work 
with everyday heroes.” Theivanai 
collaborates with like-minded lawyers, 
activists, and indigenous communities 
in East Malaysia to defend ancestral 
lands and protect one of the world’s 
oldest remaining rainforests. 

CARLA GARCIA ZENDEJAS 
Mexico

Carla García Zendejas is an attorney 
from Tijuana, Mexico. Her love of 

her native region 
has inspired her 
commitment 
to cross-border 
issues. Over the 
past 12 years 
she has achieved 

many victories involving energy 
infrastructure, water pollution, 
environmental justice, and legislation 
for government transparency. Carla has 
provided activists with the support they 
need to  ght ill-advised LNG terminals 
on the Baja California Peninsula, the 
U.S. paci c coast, and in Spain. As a 
Fulbright Scholar she earned a Masters 
in Law from the Washington College 
of Law at American University. Carla 
is now working to protect the Baja 
California Peninsula and the Sea of 
Cortez from unsustainable development. 

FERNANDO OCHOA PINEDA
Mexico

Fernando is the Executive Director 
and co-founder of Defensa Ambiental 
del Noroeste (DAN), a non-pro t 
organization working to protect gray 
whale and whale shark breeding 

grounds and the 
natural environment 
of northwest Mexico. 
DAN is collaborating 
with communities to 
challenge proposed 
yacht club marinas, 

cruise ship docks, and other tourism 
and development projects that would 
have dire consequences for the region.  
Fernando has helped create several 
private reserves in Baja California.

JOOST RUTTEMAN
Netherlands
Joost is a lawyer working with the 
Netherlands Society for Nature and 

Environment. SNM 
works to make 
sustainability a 
cornerstone of policy 
and legislation, 
at the European, 
national and local 

levels. SNM coordinates the Strategic 
Council of close to 30 national 
organizations, including the Society 
for the Preservation of Nature in The 
Netherlands, Friends of the Earth 
Netherlands, Greenpeace, and the 
World Wide Fund for Nature. Joost has 
worked to control pesticide pollution 
and to protect the Scheldt and Meuse 
Rivers from polluting steel plants. 
He served as a consultant on water 
pollution in Russia and Ukraine with 
the environmental NGO Milieukontakt 
Oost Europa. 

BRENDA ROCHA
Nicaragua

Brenda works for the Center for 
Justice and Human Rights of the 

Atlantic Coast of 
Nicaragua. She says, 
“I have witnessed 
the power of ‘access 
to justice’ for 
indigenous peoples 
and this inspires my 

work.”  Nicaraguan and transnational 
companies have economic interests in 
indigenous lands. The Center educates 
communities about their legal rights 
and how citizens can resist political and 
other threats. 

EFFREY DADEMO
Papua New Guinea

“They say Papua New Guinea is an 
island of gold  oating in a sea of oil,

 but local people 
don’t realize the 
bene ts,” says 
Effrey Dademo, 
Policy Manager 
at the PNG 
Eco-Forestry 

Forum.  Her organization recently 
celebrated a Supreme Court victory 
that shelved logging rights for a 
Malaysian corporation that had its 
eyes on 800,000 hectares of prime 
PNG forest. “When development of 
resources is spearheaded by outsiders 
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who are only here for the duration of 
their licenses, they get what they want 
and leave nothing behind for the local 
people.” Effrey was a staff lawyer at the 
Environmental Law Centre from 2000 
to 2005.  She has collaborated with 
ELAW since 2001.

DIANA MEWERIMBE
Papua New Guinea

Diana is a staff lawyer at the 
Environmental Law Centre, based in 

Port Moresby.  She 
helps landowners 
in the Sandaun and 
Gulf provinces 
challenge illegal 
logging and 
trespassing by 

logging companies.  Papua New Guinea 
has the largest tract of tropical rainforest 
outside of the Amazon.

CESAR GAMBOA
Peru

Cesar is President of Derecho 
Ambiente y Recursos Naturales 
(DAR), a  non-pro t organization 

working to protect 
biodiversity and 
promote sustainable 
management of 
natural resources 
in Peru.  Seventy 
percent of the 

Peruvian Amazon has been divided 
into oil and gas concession blocks, 
with corresponding licensing contracts.   
DAR has partnered with ELAW to help 
indigenous peoples in the Ucayali Basin 
and the buffer area of the Cordillera 
Azul National Park ensure that the 
hydrocarbon industry does not destroy 
this area’s fragile ecosystems.  Cesar 
has a masters in constitutional law 
and human rights from Simon Bolivar 
University and is a doctoral candidate in 
law and political sciences at San Marcos 
University.  He has served as a visiting 
professor at the International Institute 
of Law and Sociology in Spain and is 
the author of several publications on 
legal and social issues facing Amazon 
indigenous communities. 

MA. RONELY BISQUERA-SHEEN
Philippines

Lolly is the Executive Director of 
Tanggol Kalikasan, the legal arm of the 

Haribon Foundation.  
Haribon launched 
the environmental 
movement in the 
Philippines 32 years 
ago. Lolly is an 
excellent facilitator 

and has helped stakeholders reach 
consensus on many rules, including the 
Implementing Rules on the Clean Water 
Act, the Uni ed Rules and Regulations 
on Fisheries for Taal Lake, and the Mt. 
Banahaw Protected Area Law.

MARTIN STOFFA 
Slovakia

Martin is a staff attorney at Via 
Iuris (Center for Public Advocacy) in 
Banska Bystrica.  Martin began as an 

intern, analyzing 
human rights and 
environmental issues, 
and conducting legal 
research.  He now 
focuses on access 
to information, 

public nuisance, water and soil pollution, 
legal standing and administrative law. 
Martin leads the “Pravo v praxi” (Law 
in Practice) project, an online resource 
that informs citizens of their rights 
and provides legal information and 
assistance.

LALANATH DE SILVA
Sri Lanka

Lalanath has been a public interest 
litigator and advocate for more than 
two decades. Pioneering public 
interest environmental law, he has 

appeared in leading cases in Sri Lanka 
on behalf of victims, communities, 
and non-governmental organizations. 
As Legal Consultant to the Ministry 

of Environment 
and Forests, he 
drafted and enacted 
numerous regulatory 
provisions 
addressing noise, 
ozone depleting 

substances, and ambient air quality. He 
currently leads the Access Initiative 
and The Partnership for Principle 10 
at the World Resources Institute in 
Washington, D.C.

OLYA MELEN
Ukraine

Olya is a 2006 Goldman 
Environmental Prize winner.  She 

is the head of 
the Legal Unit 
at Environment-
People-Law, 
Ukraine’s leading 
public interest 
environmental law 

organization.  Olya won a prestigious 
Goldman Prize for her work to halt 
construction of a shipping canal 
through the heart of the Danube Delta 
Bilateral Biosphere Reserve, home to 
325 bird and 75  sh species.  She made 
over 40 court appearances, involving  
lengthy appeals to various national and 
international bodies.  This was Olya’s 
 rst court case.  She is the author of 
over a dozen articles on environmental 
law and is currently writing her doctoral 
dissertation on “Legal Regulation of 
the Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve in 
Ukraine.” 

LIZA ALEKSEYEVA
Ukraine

Liza began her career with 
Environment-People-Law (EPL) as a 

volunteer in 1997. 
Since then she has 
progressed from 
a student, to legal 
assistant, and is 
now a staff attorney. 
She provides legal 

consultation for citizens in courts, 
state bodies, and local authorities. 
EPL was founded in 1994 as one of 
the  rst public interest environmental 
law organizations in Ukraine and has 
since become one of the most respected 
voices for citizen environmental rights 
in Europe and around the world.  Liza 
is currently pursuing an LLM at the 
University of Oregon School of Law.

OLENA KRAVCHENKO
Ukraine

Olena is on staff at Environment-
People-Law, Ukraine’s leading public 
interest environmental law organization.  

She is the Editor 
of the Journal 
for Environment-
People-Law, 
which raises 
awareness about 
the importance of 

environmental protection in Ukraine.  
She writes on a wide range of topics, 
including climate change, sustainable 
use and management of natural 
resources, biodiversity conservation, 
problems with GMOs, water issues, 
waste management, development of 
civil society, and protection of rights to 
information.
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“One of the problems with 
modern society is that it 

places more importance on 
things that have a price 

than on things that have 
a value. Breathing clean 

air, for instance, or having 
clean water in the rivers, or 

having legal rights—these 
are things that don’t have a 
price but have a huge value. 
Oil does have a price, but its 

value is much less.”
— PABLO FAJARDO IN VANITY FAIR, 

MAY 2007
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MAIN STREET GREEN POWER
Renewable Energy Payments

IMAGINE THIS: Just a few years from now, you are driving through your neighborhood and you begin to notice that there are solar panels on every 
other house. You’ve been thinking about installing solar panels, but always thought it was cost prohibitive.

So you’re wondering – how did that happen? How were these folks able to afford it? How did we get to a system of “Main Street Green Power?” 

The technology has been available for many years.  The challenge has always been  nancing for the necessary infrastructure. But brilliant advocates in 
Germany and around the world have  gured out a system that works.

Under a policy called renewable energy payments (REPs), the utility commits to pay for renewable energy at a reasonable price over a long period of 
time. Germany used this policy to meet its target of obtaining 12.5% of its energy from renewable sources, like solar and wind power, three years ahead 
of schedule. Germany is now up to 14%, while the U.S. gets less than one half of 1% of its energy from solar power and less than 7% of its power from 
all renewable sources, including hydropower. These policies have helped Germany reduce CO

2
 emissions 18.5% below 1990 levels. The country is on 

target to achieve a 40% reduction by 2020.

ELAW is at the forefront of efforts to bring these proven, effective policies to the United States.  Staff Attorney Jennifer Gleason and ELAW volunteer 
lawyer Jolene Goodnight are working on draft REP legislation that could be adopted in Oregon.  Hawaii, Minnesota, Rhode Island, and Michigan are 
considering similar policies.

ELAW is seeking additional funding so that Jennifer can train advocates around the country, and around the world, to draft and promote strong 
renewable energy payment policies.

“We have 
been helping 
environmental 
advocates 
around the 
world promote 
renewable 
energy payment 
policies, and 
we are excited 
to bring these 
lessons home to 
Oregon.” 
Jennifer Gleason
ELAW Staff Attorney
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The trial lawyers of Johnson, Clifton, Larson & Schaller proudly sponsor this supplement to honor 
the lawyers and scientists of the Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide who gather here to 

collaborate for the advancement of environmental law and social justice.

Art Johnson, Doug Schaller, Derek Johnson, Scott Lucas, Michelle Smith and Gloria Trainor,
trial attorneys specializing in personal injury, product liability and toxic torts.

975 Oak Street, Eugene, OR • 541.484.2434 • www.jclslaw.com

The Environmental Law Alliance Worldwide thanks the many local businesses that have contributed to our efforts this past year, and made our 2009 ELAW Annual Meeting 
possible. We thank Paul Engelmeyer and Cheryl Coon for leading our coast  eld trip and the following volunteers:  Joey Corcoran, Kaegan Scully-Engelmeyer, Melissa Pope, 
Sherwood Reese, Lindsay Riddell, Eric Robinson, Katie Slayden, Audrey Troch, Evan Shenkin, Elias Meyer, CallieWheeler, Pedro Garcia-Caro, Pamela Pearce, Katherine 
Bragg, Elizabeth Dougherty, Kassidee Fisher, and Jolene Goodnight. A special thanks to the American English Institute (AEI) at the University of Oregon. AEI has provided 
dozens of scholarships to ELAW partners from around the world to improve their English. Finally, thanks to the University of Oregon’s Of ce of Institutional Equity and 
Diversity (OIED) and the Many Nations Longhouse.

Following the ELAW Annual Meeting, ELAW Advocates will participate in panel 
discussions at the 27th Annual Public Interest Environmental Law Conference at the 
University of Oregon School of Law, February 26 – March 1. The PIELC is organized each 
year by students from Land Air Water (LAW), a student organization. ELAW thanks LAW 
for helping our partners participate in the PIELC. This year, Pablo Fajardo Mendoza from 
Ecuador, and Carla Garcia Zendejas and Fernando Ochoa Pineda from Mexico will give 
keynote addresses.  For more information on the PIELC visit: www.pielc.org.           
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